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Abstract

Islam's practical teachings include a comprehensive scientific and
research narrative for society and individual transformation. The
rule of law is the key to societies' overall well-being. In accordance
with divine directives, the establishment and growth of Islamic
civilization was accomplished during the time of the last Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). The practical
implementation of these laws led to all further advancements. The
greatest attempts were made to cast doubt on the origins and
applicability of the same rule starting in the colonial era by
orientalists. Sheldon Amos, Ignac Goldziher, Joseph Schacht, Black
Macdonald, N. ] Coulson, Shelomo Dov Goitein, Norman D.
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Anderson and Wael Hallaq are all well-known characters in this
series. The change and evolution of their views on Islamic law is an
undeniable fact. It is crucial to conduct research on Islamic law and
international law given the increasing issues facing contemporary
states. The failure of human-made international rules to uphold
justice and peace at the UN level, along with the influence of
colonialism preventing modern Muslim governments from
implementing Islamic law, is another reason why the number of
Western experts studying Islamic law is rising. Western scholars are
currently dealing with two issues: on the one hand, the failure of
modern laws has become evident, while on the other hand, the
experience of Islamic laws is becoming inevitable. As a result,
Western academics and researchers have turned their attention to
Islamic law, and their theories are always evolving. Within this
framework, this article provides a synopsis of the conceptual
evolution and advancement of orientalists, particularly the modern

orientalist Wael Hallaq, who have worked on Islamic law.

Keywords: Islamic law, Development, Application, Transformation,

Advancement, Evolution, Variation
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"Qur bookstores are crowded with titles about

Islam, mostly negative and nearly always

concerned with "Islamic violence."2
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"An index of the state of scholarship on the law
that, to date, there has not been a single volume
published that offers a history of Islamic law

during the first three or four centuries of its

life."?
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"Subjected to critical scrutiny in Europe for
over a century, Islamic law could only
disappoint. It could never match up to any
version of European law. It was seen as
ineffective, inefficient, even incompetent. It
mostly applied to the "private" sphere of
personal status, having early on "divorced"

itself from "state and society." 4
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"This book attempts to correct misconceptions
about Islamic law, first by giving a brief account
of its long history and then by showing that
what happened to it during the last two

centuries made it what it has become."®
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"The political forms which may arise in truly
post-Enlightenment cultures will be those that
shelter and express diversity that enable
different cultures, some but by no means all or
even most of which are dominated by liberal
forms of life, different worldviews, and ways of

life, to coexist in peace and harmony".6
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"it must be stated once and for all that the
argument of this book rests on the premise that
a creative reformulation of the Shari'a and
Islamic governance may be one of the most
relevant and constructive ways to reshape the
modern project, one that is in dire need of

moral reconstitution".’
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"Dwelling together on earth in peace is
certainly a tall order, perhaps another modern
Utopia, but subjecting modernity to a
restructuring moral critique is the most
essential requirement not only for the rise of
Islamic governance but also for our material
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and spiritual survival. Islamic governance and

Muslims have no monopoly over crisis." 8
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"This book, covering more than presents an
important account of how Islam developed its

own law while drawing on ancient Near Eastern

legal cultures, Arabian customary law, and

Quranic reform".*®
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"Until recently, it has been thought that this
period ended around the middle of the third
century H (ca. 860 AD), when, following
Joseph Schacht's findings, we thought that the
all-important legal schools, as personal juristic
entities, had come into existence and that, again
after Schacht, Islamic law and legal theory had
come of age. More recent research, however, has
shown that Schacht's findings were largely
incorrect and that the point at which Islamic
law came to contain all its major components
must be dated to around the middle of the
fourth/tenth century, an entire century later
than had originally been assumed." 21
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"It was in the Hejazi cities of Mecca and
Yathrib later renamed Medina— that a man
called Muhammad came forward to proclaim a
new religion with a political order at its center.
By the time of his death in 11/632, he had left
behind a small state and clear notions of justice,
but with under- developed ideas of law and an
even less developed judiciary. Soon, how- ever,
Islam was to conquer lands east and west,
ranging from western China to the Iberian
Peninsula.  Along  with  this  territorial
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expansion, the new religion generated a full-
fledged, sophisticated law and legal system in

the short span of the three-and-a-half centuries

that followed its inception” 38,
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