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Abstract

Forests, as a divine gift from Allah Almighty, represent a vital
natural resource essential for preserving the ecological balance of
our planet. The responsibility of managing and safeguarding these
ecosystems lies at the forefront of every nation's duty, as it directly
impacts the well-being of future generations. Islam, a universal
religion promoting a balanced and responsible way of life,
emphasizes the prohibition of extravagance, a principle critical in
preventing the unchecked depletion of natural resources, notably
forests, which poses threats to both wildlife and humanity. With
over one-third of the global population adhering to Islamic
principles, it becomes imperative to align environmental practices
with the teachings of Islam. This research underscores the urgent

need to address environmental concerns associated with
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deforestation, a consequence of unchecked desires and wishes, by

exploring potential solutions rooted in the teachings of the beloved

Prophet Muhammad (%)

Beyond their ecological significance, healthy forest ecosystems play
a pivotal role in soil conservation, stabilizing water flows, and
mitigating natural disasters such as droughts, floods, and landslides.
Furthermore, forests contribute to cultural, recreational, and
spiritual aspects of societies and aid in poverty eradication. The
aesthetic and intrinsic value of forests, coupled with their impact
on overall human and environmental health, demands immediate
attention. Environmental specialists are increasingly drawing
attention to these concerns, urging a collaborative effort from
lawmakers, businesses, and consumers to reverse the alarming trend
of deforestation. This research seeks to shed light on the pressing
environmental issues related to trees and advocates for proactive
measures informed by the teachings of Prophet Muhammad <%)
By intertwining environmental stewardship with Islamic principles,
this study aims to inspire a holistic approach towards sustainable
forest management for the benefit of both present and future

generations.

Keywords: Natural Resource, Ecosystem, Conservation, Forest

Sustainability, Deforestation
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“Over 50 percent of the energy fixed by photosynthesis is fixed by aquatic plants,
as they provide food either directly or indirectly for fish and shellfish that we use
as food. Also, a number of species are used directly as food or for other
products.”*
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According to Ministry of Climate Change, REDD+ Pakistan’s report Forest Reference
Emission Levels 2019:
In 2012, the consultant estimated total forest cover to be 5.4% of total land area
examined. Based on the announced national forest definition, the national forest cover
was analyzed for five reference years: 1996, 2000, 2004, 2008, and 2012. This excludes
fruit trees in orchards and farmland trees. Between 2004 and 2012, the mean national
forest cover estimated ranged from 5.4 to 5.6 percent, with an uncertainty of 0.8%.

Years | Forest Area (Ha) % Area
2004 4981118 5.67%
2008 4854949 5.52%
2012 4786346 5.44%
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National-Scale Historical Assessment of Forest Cover?
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Climate change and wildfires are mutually reinforcing, and the fires that are
currently burning in many regions of the world are larger, more intense, and
continue longer than they used to. If current trends continue, humans, wildlife,
and the climate will suffer long-term consequences. Humans are at blame for
around 75% of all wildfires. That implies that the solutions are likewise in our

hands.’
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8. Ministry of Climate Change, REDD+ Pakistan’s report, “ Forest Reference

Emission Levels” ,2019, p.iii
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“The proportion, measure and balance of the natural world are set forth time
and again in the Quran, revealing the elegant interdependence and connections
between all things, proportion, measure and balance express the quantitative and
qualitative relationships of the parts to the whole. Thus all natural elements have

a value to each other and to the total global system.”27
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“There is a single creator, the ruler of starlight and of the molecules of plants

who has created all these things in harmony with one other.”?
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The warming trend since 1880 parallels the great increase in the use of fossil

fuels, which accompanied by an increase in CO2.This, suggests that the warmer

global is caused by the greenhouse effect of CO2.%
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“Bioclimatology: The study of climate with respect to life and health, its objects
being to determine the climatic conditions that are most favorable to human
habitation, particularly for invalids, and to specify the areas where such climates
exist.”37
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- M. S. Rao, Dictionary of Geography, p.42
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